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Reform Club after the count, a telegram invited him
to represent the unshaken Liberals of Dundee.

This time there must be no mistakes. Assailed by
Labour and Conservatives (to say nothing of a
Scottish feminist, whose leading argument was a
large dinner-bell), Mr. Churchill pleaded with vigour.
His attack on Socialism brought the whole audience,
two thousand strong, out into the street after the
meeting and following the candidate with cheers and
songs all the way back to his hotel. He was pre-
pared to face the full implications of being Liberal,
including the Gladstonian aspiration " to reconcile
Ireland to England on a basis of freedom and justice."
So far as Socialism was concerned, he was for more
collective action both by the State and by muni-
cipalities, especially in the case of monopoly services ;
but he rejected as ** a monstrous and imbecile concep-
tion'* the pursuit of collectivism as a universal
principle. His platform style was lively* Gibbon
had been quite discarded now, though he was still
addicted to military metaphor; and when his per-
oration urged them to preserve " the true evolution
of democracy . . . the golden thread of historical
continuity," there was a faint echo of the Tory
Democrat.

Dundee was duly won, and the new minister re-
turned to London and his seat in Cabinet next to
John Morley's. The old Liberal had a great liking for
him and " his vitality, his indefatigable industry and
attention to business, his remarkable gift of language
and skill in argument, and his curious flair for all sorts
of political cases as they arise, though even he now
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